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MADISON MILLENNIUM WALK

“Points of Interest” in Madison

      1   North  3

Main St.
Central Ave. 


Green Ave. 

                                                                  2  South  4
(The town is divided into four numbered quadrants.)

“Did you know….”

*Section 1*

· The southeastern end of Morris County was divided along the Minnisink Trail of the Indians, today Park Avenue and Kings Road? (also sections 2 and 4) 

-    Ridgedale and Rosedale Avenues and Brooklake Road are believed to also have been Indian trails? (also section 3)
· Madison was first called Bottle Hill, named for a bottle shaped sign advertising a tavern that stood on the hill in James Park at the intersection of Park and Ridgedale Avenues? 

· When the Italians began building their homes in the North Street/South Street area, this area was known as Little Italy? 

· The “hub” of Madison from its earliest existence until the Turnpike was completed in 1804 was on Park Avenue (Just before turning right at the traffic light onto Ridgedale Avenue)?

· The first tavern of Madison once stood in James Park from 1746 to 1752, directly opposite Ridgedale Avenue? 

· The Mulford House (139 Ridgedale Avenue) was were Josephine Mulford hand stitched the famous B. Altman’s flag, once the largest flag in America? 
· Just past Madison High School until the intersection of Ridgedale and Greenwood Avenues, most of this area was the site of huge greenhouses where roses were grown, giving rise to our nickname, “The Rose City?” 
· The large open area behind the 1st and 3rd houses on the corner of Fairview and Central Avenues was once a winery opened by a German family, the Kluxens? 

· The present day Madison Community House was once a settlement house? 

· Ridgedale Avenue was once known as Columbia Street? 
· The Elm, South, and North Streets area was early known as “Dublin?” 

-over-

*Section 2*

· Kings Road is the old King’s Highway of Colonial days and still earlier the Minnisink Trail of the Lenni Lenape Indians? (also section 4)
· The intersection of Woodland Road and Treadwell Avenue was the site of possibly the largest Continental Position of Washington’s men in the winter of 1776? 
· Madison’s first nickelodeon (movie theater) was located at 73 Main Street? 
· Eunice Horton (wife of the minister) opened a shop (15-sq. ft.) on parsonage property at the southeast corner of Green Village and Kings Road.  She sold tobacco, groceries, and linen (1765)? 
· Maple Avenue and Green Avenue were “coasting hills” during the winter? (also section 4)

· Madison Golf Club (between Green Avenue and Green Village Road) was one of the first golf clubs in New Jersey, and one of a few in the U.S.? 
· The Stafford Drive area was the site of the Madison Academy, private school, opposite Vinton Road? 
· Lathrop Avenue area was known as “The Orchard?” 
*Section 3*

· Madison’s first firehouse, Hook and Ladder Co. built in 1881, was located at 19 Central Avenue? 
-     The first mayor’s house was located at 128 Main Street? 
*Section 4*

· Before being purchased for a graveyard, the lower part of Hillside Cemetery (East Main Street) was the site of a cider mill and distillery which was the oldest continuous establishment in Madison, serving from 1800 to the late 1850’s? 
· There was a small private tennis club (3 courts) on Prospect Street between Belmont Avenue and Pomeroy Road? 

· Olde Greenhouse Lane, off Garfield Avenue, was the site of the last rose grower’s greenhouses (Jimmy Sodano) to be razed? 

· The tombstone of the King of the Gypsies, Naylor Harrison, is in Hillside Cemetery? (The pink granite stone, front row, east side, on Main Street) 

*When walking in the business district, use the “Walking Tour” guide produced by the Madison Historical Preservation Commission if you wish to learn more about the area. *








